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BRIEF NOTES ON THE MODERN
NYAYA SYSTEM OF PHILOSOPHY
AND ITS TECHENICAL TERMS

The term Nyaya is composed of T (with certain-
ty) 3 or 3@ (to go) and 31 (by which) and means
literally the method of coming with certainty (to a
conclusion). As used in Hindu Philosophy it means
the syllogism. Gotama is the earliest writer who treats
of the syllogism; and his work, the Gautama-Statra
(aphorisms of Gotama), and those of writers who
discuss philosophical questions according to his meth-
od, whether they discuss the syllogism or not, make
up the Nyaya system of philosophy.

Nyaya philosophy may be divided into ancient
and modern. Ancient Nyaya treats not only of the
syllogism, but discusses all sorts of questions, physi-
cal and metaphysical, applying, where necessary,
the syllogistic method. Modern Nyaya, as regards
the subjects of discussion, makes no departure from
the ancient. Rather, it restricts itself to fewer subjects;
but those it discusses, it discusses with a nicety and a
minute. Precision unknown to ancient Nyaya. It lays
particular stress on a strict definition of terms, and it
aims at ascertaining precisely even the meanings of
expression in common use and so intelligible to all.
For example, Gotama, in putting forth his aphorism,
At gfas (1.2-3) does not think it necessary that
he should attempt any elucidation of the meaning of
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the term 9fa= | His earlier commentators too, Paksila
Svamin and others, make no such attempt. Garigesa
Upadhyaya, the founder of the modern school of
Nyaya, enters upon a lengthy discussion about the
meaning of 9fd®, remarking that =43 is inade-
quate as s characteristic of 9, for Aty might be
understood as simply meaning,-naming the 1% | He
notices also other points. He puts forth the following
as the characteristic of Jfd=i—

BRI IS ERRE N RIS IEZIERIEE R BRI

EARIG RO LI EIR EAEERENICGRIE S ECAC c2 R LRI

Raghunatha Siromani improves upon the above
thus:-

EERRIRIC R L S I G B I SRR I ENE L E IR TITEIE
YRGBT I &I oA & aay h A Y AT T &T0T -

EERCINERNERIESECACIERREIREIN

Then follows Gadadhara, who discusses the ques-
tion at greater length than his predecessors, bringing
out several nice points, and comes at last to the fol-
lowing conclusion:-

B B G o o= 2 RN B R B RS ook e os o Bol o ez
WIS a | =Y h TR (AT AT AT TR aTedecd |l
eTTE SR oSl TR T T (T e S el STel e e T2l -
TSI (SR A AT AT S hl el S [T e T ST -
TR H T e AT S G hTal ST hIATRN T T cTe -

I‘c@?lll"ioldfl{*i?I"alI"icldchdIOIUESQOhIOIWvIId?L"?‘I?IIWEII"I\SHOI') aTazr
gfa=r 1"

An old Nyaya work lays down #f=Af%=Rad or
stfeia (invariable connection) as the characteristic
attribute of =T |
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Garigesa Upadhyaya thinks this characterisation
insufficient. and so he delivers himself as follows :-

AT T O T ST O e AT TeTe e -
A ese e Jafd O TH T TR =t |

Raghunatha Siromani improves upon Garigesa's
elucidation thus:-

i c N N c _.
e GHa Sl AT e T g e oseri ST
R ATIHIT RS ATfa: " |

He is followed by Bhavananda, Mathuranatha,
Jagadisa and Gadadhara, each with some improve-
ment of his own. Jagadisa's conclusion is as follows:-

AR R HTE A AT AT s R haTel el -
TRt Sl TETIRAIRTAEMR Aqre-afesaTees-

TG Ao SelTeTeS & shalTehcel| AT AT TSI degHiel weel-
TR =fE: " |

A hair-splitting subtlety in the discussion of
meanings of terms is, thus, the distinguishing char-
acteristic of modern Nyaya. Poverty of matter is its
great drawback. Notwithstanding this drawback,
however, it is an excellent training for the intellect,
which, under its discipline, acquires a power of pre-
cise thinking that is beyond all price. Without a study
of modern Nyaya it is impossible, again, to thor-
oughly understand certain Sanskrit works on philos-
ophy, law, rhetoric and even grammar; for example,
the Citsukhi, a commentary by Citsukhacarya on
Nyayamakaranda (a treatise on Vedanta Philosophy
by Anandbodha), the Dayabhagaprabodhini, a com-
mentry by Srikrsna Tarkalarikara on Dayabhaga (a
treatise on the Hindu Law of Inheritance), the
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Kavyaprakasadarsa, a commentary by Mahesvara
Nyayalakara on Kavya-prakasa (a work on rhetoric).
and Paribhasendusekhara and Manjusa (work on
Grammar) by Nagesa Bhatta.

The Sttras of Gotama, the Bhasya of Paksila
Svamin, the Vartika of Udyotakara Acarya, the
Tatparya-tika of Vacaspti Misra, Tatparyyatika-
parisuddhi of Udayan Acarya come under the head
of ancient Nyaya. The works on Vaisesika philoso-
phy with the exception of a few, such as Muktavali,
may also be included under the same head. All the
works on Nyaya from Garigesa's, who lived proba-
bly in the 14th century, down to Gadadhara's, who
lived in the latter half of the 17th century, come
under the head of modern Nyaya.

Garigesa Upadhyaya was a native of Mithila
(north-eastern Bihar). He founded the modern school
of Nyaya. His great work is the Tattva-Cintamani of
which the subject is TH (proof), one of the sixteen
categories laid down by Gotama in his Stitras. The
system introduced by him received further develop-
ment at the hands of his disciples, among whom was
his own son Vardhamana Upadhyaya, up to the time
of Paksadhara Misra, who flourished in the middle
of the 15th century. He was the writter of a commen-
tary called Aloka on Garigesa's Tattva- Cintamani.
Down to the time of Paksadhara the study of modern
Nyaya was almost exclusively confined to Mithila,
which became the resort of pupils from all parts of
India. The literary activity of the Mithila school be-
gan to decline after the time of Paksadhara, whose
work called Aloka is the last standard work on mod-
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ern Nyaya. The school, however, continued to flour-
ish, and is not yet extinct in Mithila, It may be noticed
here incidentally that the works of Garigesa and his
followers effected a revolution in the study of Nyaya
and completely superseded the ancient Nyaya works,
such as the Bhasya, the Vartika etc. so much so that
very few pandits of the present day possess even
copies of these works.

From Mithila, the study of modern Nyaya spread
to Navadvipa (Nadiya, the same as Nuddea) and the
students who had studied the subjects in Mithila
began to teach it to their pupils in the latter place.
The name of the pandit who first introduced the
study of modern Nyaya into Navadvipa can not be
ascertained. Ramabhadra Siddhanta-vagisa is the ear-
liest Nadiya writer on Nyaya of whom we have no
certain knowledge. He wrote a commentary on the
Kusumafijali of Udayana Acarya. The image of the
goddess Kali, known as "Poda-Ma" (burnt mother)
in consequence of its having been burnt once and to
which offerings are made by students on the eve of
their departure from Navadvipa after the comple-
tion of their studies there, is said to have been set up
for worhip by Ramabhadra. After Ramabhadra came
Vasudeva Sarvabhaum. He was the writter of a work
on Nyaya which is now missing but is referred to in
other works on Nyaya. Raghunatha Siromani, the
writter of the celebrated "Didhiti" which, though
calling itself a commentary on the chapters on
anumana (inference) in the Tattva-Cintamani, con-
tains a great deal of valuable original matter, was a
pupil of Vasudeva Sarvabhauma, and according to
tradition, a contemporary of Caitanya, the celebrated
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Vaisnava reformer. In his hands the system of
Garigesa received its fullest development and from
his time the fame of the Nadiya school began to
increase until at last the Mithila's school was com-
pletely thrown into the shade, yeilding thus to its
rival the place which it had formerly occupied. The
naiyayikas of Nadiya have ever since maintained
this position - a position recognised by pandits all
over India. After Raghunatha came in succession
Bhavananda Siddhantavagisa, Mathuranatha
Tarkavagisa, Jagadisa Tarkalarikara and Gadadhara
Bhattacaryya. The descendants of the last have been
distinguished Naiyayikas, and the greatest living pro-
fessor of Nyaya at Nadiya, Mahamahopahyaya Bhu-
vana Mohana Vidyaratna, is the sixth in descent from
Gadadhara. Another Bengali Naiyayika, Krsnadasa
Sarvabhauma, but whether of Nadiya or not is not
known, wrote a commentary on the '"Didhiti". named
the "Dihiti Prasarini" of which a MS. copy written in
samvat 1672 (Corresponding to the year 1615 of the
Christian era) exists in the Government Sanskrit Col-
lege in Calcutta.

All these Nadiya writers wrote commentaries on
the "Didhiti", Mathuranatha writing a full commen-
tary on the Cintamani besides, and they enlarged the
technical terminology of modern Nyaya. To give an
example, the terms fg and fgeaq both imply duality,
but while the former can never be predicated of a
single individual the latter can. We cannot say, ‘'3t
3" but can say ‘3% fg@aM'so that g and fgeEm
cannot have the same meaning. A distinction be-
tween the two meanings is made thus: The idea of
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duality, as expressed by fg, requires for its comple-
tion (W) an aggregate of two objects. Therefore fg
cannot be predicated of a single object 1@ | But the
idea of duality, as expressed by fg&d and meaning,
"belonging to an aggregate of two", and therefore,
not requiring for its completion the aggregate of two
objects but requiring only one of them can be predi-
cated of a single object 3/ | The former class of
predication is based on what is called Taif#a=r+ (rela-
tion of completion), and the latter on ¥HAEEE (or-
dinary relation between object an attribute).

The technicalities of modern Nyaya have hither-
to repelled students of Sanskrit from its study. The
immemorial practice has been for Naiyayikas to ex-
plain verbally to their pupils the meaning of each
term as it turns up in the course of their teaching, and
the explanations are after certain set formulae. A
book called the Nyayakosa was brought out in Bom-
bay by Bhimacarya Jhalakikar in 1875, and this book
is a dictionary of the technical terms used in Nyaya.
The explanations it gives are, however not full
enough, and the work itself has not yet come to be
generally known. I propose, therefore, in this paper
to explain some of these technicalities, in simple
Sanskrit as I cannot hope to be able to make matters
equally clear through the medium of English. My
method of interpretation is not the orthodox one
usually followed by pandits, which I have thought
proper to abandon as it is not one calculated to make
matters quite intelligible. I have had very little time
to spare for writing this paper, Dr. Leitner's request
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to me for a paper having come to me only on the
30th June Last. With more time at my disposal I
would have made my paper fuller. I have not been
able even to look over the proof-sheets carefully,
owing to the serious and, as it has now proved, fatal
illness of my eminent and revered friend
Dr. Rajendralala Mitra and pandit ISvarachandra
Vidyasagara.

MAHESA CANDRA NYAYARATNA
CALCUTTA
1/8/1891

[Note : I have just learnt from an eminent pandit of
Navadvipa that Rambhadra Siddhantavagisa, the
commentator on Kusumanjali was not the person
who set up the image of Podama alluded to in p. 4
(5.). But that it was done by another person bearing
the same name. There is no time now to ascertain
the truth of the matter.]
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A SHORT LIFE OF

MAHAMAHOPADHYAYA MAHESA CHANDRA
NYAYARATNA, C.LE.

MAHESA CHANDRA was born on the 224 Feb-
ruary, 1836, at the Village of Narat in the district of
Howrah in Bengal. He belongs to the Bhattacharyya
family of Narat which has long been distinguished
for the zealous cultivation of Sanskrit learning, and
the number of learned Pandit it has produced. His
father Harinarayana Tarkasiddhanta and his two
uncles Guruprasad Tarkapaficanana and Thakurdasa
Chudamani were eminent Pandits.

MAHESA CHANDRA'S first Sanskrit education
began at the age of nine, at home, where he was
taught his grammar (the Sankshiptasara), and was
made to commit to memory his Abhidhana (the Am-
ara-Kosha) by a Pandit employed to taech him and
other young lads of the family. As Mahasa Chandra's
aptitude at learning the Kosha by heart was but small
his teacher pronounced him an unpromising lad.
When about twelve years of age, he left home for the
village of Rasikganja in the Midnapur district, to
receive his teaching in Sanskrit Grammar under Pan-
dit Thakurdasa Chtdamani, a famous grammarian.
The instruction received here was, according to the
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custom of the country, gratuitous, the pupils being
lodged and boarded, at the pandit's expense, at his
own house. Mahesa Chandra's progress now was
marked, and he became the favourite pupil of his
teacher. the pupil had an occasion, too, for showing
his devotion to the teacher. The Pandit's family came
to be smitten with the small-pox, and Mahasa chan-
dra and some of his fellow pupils were assiduous in
their attentions to the sufferers all through the peri-
od of their sufferings.

A Pandit, who was a Professor of logic, once
visited Mahesa Chandra's teacher. The visitor was so
much struck by Mahesa Chandra's intelligence and
face and features that he observed that Mahesa Chan-
dra was marked out by nature to be a logician.

MAHESA CHANDRA'S next move was to Cal-
cutta in 1852, where it was intended, he should pur-
sue his Sanskrit studies in the Government Sanskrit
College there. The elementry course of Sanskrit stud-
ies that it was necessary at the outset to take up in the
college did not, however, suit him. So instead of
pursuring his studies in the college, he studied spe-
cial subjects with eminent specialists; first of all,
Nyaya with his uncle, Thakurdasa Chtidamani and
Smriti partly with his father and partly with his kins-
man Durgadasa Tarkavacaspati, and subsequently
the same subjects and other with some of the profes-
sors of the College at their homes, the instruction
received being gratuitous. It was thus that he studied
Nyaya with the very eminent Pandit Jaynarayana
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Tarkapaficanana, rhetoric and other subjects with
certain other professors of the College. Between Pan-
dit Jaynarayana and his pupil Mahesa Chandra,
there grew up a strong feeling of mutual regard and
affection. Jaynarayana loved Mahesa Chandra with
the affection of a father and Mahesa Chandra fully
responded to the feeling. To the end of Jaynarayana's
life, Mahesa Chandra was as a son to him.

His next tutor was a Pafjabi ascetic, then in Cal-
cutta, Parama harsa Jyotisvartipa, whose intellect
was of the finest and whose learning was most pro-
found. With him he read the Vedanta and the Khan-
dana Philosophy of Sriharsa, which bears some kin-
ship to the positive Philosophy of Comte, and which,
though not unknown in Bengal was nowhere stud-
ied in the province. He next studied Astrology with
the learned Pandit Kalinath Tarkaratna, who was an
Astrologer by caste. This was a departure from or-
thodoxy; for no good Brahmana would ever learn
from one belonging to the Astrologer caste.

Banaras was the place where Mahesa Chandra
went through his final Course of studies under tu-
tors. He began his studies there in 1861, and studied
the Vedas (Upanishad) and the Patafjala and
Mimamsa Darsana. Foremost among his tutors there
was Dandi Visuddhananda Svami, now the head of
the DandT's of the place and the most learned scholar
among them. Mahesa Chandra was a favourite pupil
of Dandi, who, though an ascetic, still regards Ma-
hesa Chandra with deep personal affection. At Ba-
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naras he became acquainted with the well-known
Sanskrit scholar, Mr. Griffith, the Principal of the
college there. Mr. Griffith gave him a highly com-
plimentary certificate.

On his return to Calcutta from Banaras, in 1863,
he setup a Chatuspathi (Tol) for imparting gratu-
itous instruction, under the patronage of Maharaja
Kamalkrishna, grandson of Raja Navakrishna of his-
toric fame. Maharaja Kamalkrishna took a lively
interest in Mahesa Chandra's welfare since he first
came to know him as a boy. Mahesa Chandra set up
his Chatuspathi with very good credentials; for he
had acquired fame as a pandit in several disputa-
tions with pandits of established reputation.

In 1864, he was appointed to an Assistant Profes-
sorship in the Goverment Sanskrit College in calcut-
ta on the recommendation of prof. E.B. Cowell, who
was then Principal of the college, and who knew of
Mahesa Chandra's scholarship, having himself stud-
ied Hindu Philosophy with him. On receiving his
appointment in the college, he began to learn En-
glish. From Assistant Professor he came to be a Pro-
fessor of Rhetoric, of Hindu Philosophy and of Hin-
du law in the College. In 1876 he was promoted to
the Heigher Bengal Education Service, being the first
and yet the only Pandit admitted to this class of
appointments. In 1877 he was appointed to the Prin-
cipalship of the College, in an office which he still
holds.

He is a Member of several larned bodies in India,
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namely, the Asiatic Society of Bengal, the Indian
Association for the Cultivation of Science, the Cal-
cutta University, the Board of Examinears, the Cen-
tral Text Book Committee of Bengal, the Behar San-
skrit Samaj and the Anthropological Society of Bom-
bay, and he has lately been elected a Foreign Mem-
ber of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences at Buda
Pest. He is also a Joint-Secretary of Hindu Hostel
Committee, a member of Bethune (Girls') College
Committee, and a visitor of the Government Engi-
neering College at Sibpur in the neighbourhood of
Calcutta.

During the tenure of his principalship Mahesa
Chandra has taken the initative in institution, by the
Government of Bengal, of an examination, called the
Sanskrit Title Examination, for the conferment of
titles on meritoriouos students of special departments
of sanskrit learning. To this examination are admit-
ted students from indigenous institutions (Called
Chatuspathis or Tols) as well as from the special
classes that have been organised in connection with
the Sanskrit College. The Title Examination has been
the means of stimulating in some measure, all over
Bengal, the rather waning zeal for the cultivation of
Sanskrit learning. Rewards are given by Government
to teachers whose pupils succeed well at the exami-
nations, and a number of private endowments and
donations for award of rewards and scholarships to
meritorious candidates have come forward. The ex-
ample of the Sanskrit Title Examination has led to
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the institution at Dacca and other places of Samaja
which hold examinations similar to the Sanskrit Title
Examination.

He convinced the Viceroy lord Dufferin, in 1887,
of the desirableness of Goverment conferring some
mark of distinction upon native gentlemen distin-
guished for Oriental learning and the result was the
creation of the title of Mahamahopadhyay and Shams-
ul-Ulam, the one intended for eminent Pandits and
the other for eminent Maulavis.

Government has honoured Mehesa Chandra by
investing him with the Companionship of the order
of the Indian Empire in 1881, and with the literary
title of Mahamahopadhyaya in 1887, when the title
was first created. In respect of literary work, he has
edited with copious notes, the Kavya Prakasa, and
under the patronage of the Asiatic Society of Bengal,
the Mimamsa Darsana and the Black Yajurveda. He
has written also several pamphlets, such as Remarks
of Dayananda Sarasvatil's Veda-Bhashya,
Tulasidharana Mimamsa. The Authorship of Mrich-
chhakatika, lupta Samavatsara etc.

In respect of works of practical beneficence, he
has done a good deal, by pecuniary help and other-
wise, in furtherance of famine relief the promotion of
education, and the opening out of means of commu-
nication. Relief to sufferers from famine in 1866' was
his first act of beneficence. In the next year followed
his co-operation towards the relief of sufferers from
a destructive cyclone. To the Science Association of
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Calcutta he made a handsome donation in 1870. He
maintains a Seconary School (A High Anglo-Sanskrit
School) at his native village, and he has not only
greatly improved the roads in and near about this
village, but has ever taken a leading part in the
opening out of good roads and tramways in his na-
tive Districts.

In matters of public interest generally, he has
always taken a lively interest, and upon everything
that he has had to put his hand to, he has brought to
bear a keen and versatile intelligence, and an abound-
ing energy and strength of will.

A FRIEND OF MAHESHA CHANDRA
November 7, 1889
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